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Double Meanings
• (John 3:3)   Jesus told Nicodemus: “Amen, 

amen, I say to you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God without being born 
anothen.” Anothen can mean either 
“again” or “from above”.

• (4:10)   Jesus told the Samaritan woman: “If 
you knew the gift of God and who is saying 
to you, ‘Give me a drink’, you would have 
asked him and he would have given you 
zoe water.” Zoe can mean either “living” or 
“flowing”.



Irony
• (4:11)   (The Samaritan woman) said to him, "Sir, 

you do not even have a bucket and the cistern is 
deep; where then can you get this living water?
Are you greater than our father Jacob , who gave 
us this cistern and drank from it himself with his 
children and his flocks?“

• (7:35,42)   So the Jews said to one another, 
"Where is he going that we will not find him? 
Surely he is not going to the dispersion among 
the Greeks to teach the Greeks, is he?  Others 
said, "This is the Messiah." But others said, 
"The Messiah will not come from Galilee, will 
he?  Does not scripture say that the Messiah will 
be of David's family and come from Bethlehem, 
the village where David lived?"



• (8:22)  The Jews said, " He is not going to kill 
himself, is he ...”

• (11:49-52)   But one of them, Caiaphas, who 
was high priest that year, said to them, "You 
know nothing, nor do you consider that it is 
better for you that one man should die 
instead of the people, so that the whole 
nation may not perish ."  He did not say this 
on his own, but since he was high priest for 
that year, he prophesied that Jesus was 
going to die for the nation,  and not only for 
the nation, but also to gather into one the 
dispersed children of God. 



Misunderstanding
• (2:19-21)   Jesus answered and said to them, 

"Destroy this temple and in three days I will 
raise it up.“ The Jews said, "This temple 
has been under construction for forty-six 
years, and you will raise it up in three days?"
But he was speaking about the temple of his 
body .

• (3:3:4)   Jesus answered and said to him, 
"Amen, amen, I say to you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God without being born from 
above."   Nicodemus said to him, "How can a 
person once grown old be born again? 
Surely he cannot reenter his mother's womb 
and be born again, can he?"



• (4:10-12)   Jesus answered and said to her, "If 
you knew the gift of God and who is saying 
to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have 
asked him and he would have given you 
living water."  (The woman) said to him, "Sir, 
you do not even have a bucket and the 
cistern is deep; where then can you get this 
living water?

• (6:32-34)   So Jesus said to them, "Amen, 
amen, I say to you, it was not Moses who 
gave the bread from heaven; my Father gives 
you the true bread from heaven.  For the 
bread of God is that which comes down from 
heaven and gives life to the world."  So they 
said to him, "Sir, give us this bread always."



Dualism:  Light and darkness

• (1:5)  through him was life, and this life 
was the light of the human race;  the
light shines in the darkness , and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

• (3:19-20)  And this is the verdict, that 
the light came into the world, but people 
preferred darkness to light, because 
their works were evil.  For everyone 
who does wicked things hates the light 
and does not come toward the light , so 
that his works might not be exposed.



Dualism:  Belief and Unbelief

• (3:18)   Whoever believes in him will 
not be condemned, but whoever 
does not believe has already been 
condemned, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only Son 
of God.



Dualism:  Seeing and Blind
(9:39-41)  Then Jesus said, "I came into 
this world for judgment, so that those 
who do not see might see, and those who 
do see might become blind ."  Some of the 
Pharisees who were with him heard this 
and said to him, "Surely we are not also
blind , are we?"  Jesus said to them, "If 
you were blind , you would have no sin; 
but now you are saying, ' We see,' so your 
sin remains.



Dualism:  Above and Below

(8:23)   He said to them, "You belong to 
what is below, I belong to what is 
above. 



Dualism:  The World
• (8:23)   You belong to this world , but I 

do not belong to this world .
• (17:14-16)   I gave them your word, and 

the world hated them, because they do 
not belong to the world any more than I 
belong to the world .  I do not ask that 
you take them out of the world but that 
you keep them from the evil one.  They 
do not belong to the world any more 
than I belong to the world .



Dualism: Truth and Lie

(8:44-45)   You belong to your father 
the devil and you willingly carry out 
your father's desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning and does 
not stand in truth , because there is no 
truth in him. When he tells a lie , he 
speaks in character, because he is a 
liar and the father of lies . But because I 
speak the truth , you do not believe me.



Explanatory Notes

• (1:38)   Jesus turned and saw them following him 
and said to them, "What are you looking for?" 
They said to him, "Rabbi" ( which translated means 
Teacher ), "where are you staying?"

• (6:6)   When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a 
large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip, 
"Where can we buy enough food for them to eat?"
He said this to test him, because he himself knew 
what he was going to do.

• (21:20)   Peter turned and saw the disciple 
following whom Jesus loved, the one who had 
also reclined upon his chest during the supper 
and had said, "Master, who is the one who will 
betray you ?"







Prologue ChiasmPrologue Chiasm

Jesus with the Father
v. 1-5

John testifies
v. 6-9

Jesus enters the world
v. 10-13

The Word became flesh
v. 14

The Word dwells with us
v. 14

John testifies
v. 15-17

Jesus with the Father
v. 18



John 1:1John 1:1--5    5    
ProloguePrologue

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.  

He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came to be through him, and without 

him nothing came to be. What came to be
through him was life, and this life was the 
light of the human race;

the light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.



JohnJohn’’s Prologues Prologue

�� John 1:1John 1:1--1818

�� Possibly based on an early Christian hymnPossibly based on an early Christian hymn

�� Dualism:  Dualism:  the philosophy that reality has the philosophy that reality has 
two fundamental principles.  The two fundamental principles.  The 
prologue reflects this with the image of prologue reflects this with the image of 
lightlight and and darknessdarkness

(1:4(1:4--5;  12:355;  12:35 --36)36)



�� The Prologue seems also to have been written The Prologue seems also to have been written 
against an early heresy (against an early heresy ( false religious false religious 
teachingteaching ) known as ) known as GnosticismGnosticism .  Gnostics .  Gnostics 
believed:believed:
–– True knowledge of God is impossibleTrue knowledge of God is impossible

–– Only a few can receive the saving knowledge of Chri stOnly a few can receive the saving knowledge of Chri st

–– God is unconcerned with creationGod is unconcerned with creation

–– Humans and all matter are evilHumans and all matter are evil

–– Evil is not under GodEvil is not under God ’’s controls control

–– Christ is not really God or humanChrist is not really God or human

–– In using severe asceticism  (selfIn using severe asceticism  (self --discipline)discipline)

–– Ordinary human behavior (marriageOrdinary human behavior (marriage , sex, etc, sex, etc……) were evil) were evil

–– God and creation are oppositesGod and creation are opposites

�� The Gospel of John refutes all of these heresiesThe Gospel of John refutes all of these heresies





JohnJohn’’s Prologue as Poetrys Prologue as Poetry

En           arch          En           arch          En           arch          En           arch          hnhnhnhn o     logoso     logoso     logoso     logos
In [the] beginning    was   the Word

Kai    o   logos  Kai    o   logos  Kai    o   logos  Kai    o   logos  hnhnhnhn pros   ton  pros   ton  pros   ton  pros   ton  qeonqeonqeonqeon
And  the  Word was   with            God

Kai   Kai   Kai   Kai   qoesqoesqoesqoes hnhnhnhn o     o     o     o     logoslogoslogoslogos
And   God was  the   Word

OutosOutosOutosOutos hnhnhnhn en            en            en            en            archarcharcharch pros   ton   pros   ton   pros   ton   pros   ton   qeonqeonqeonqeon

He was    in  the  beginning    with          God. 
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PantaPantaPantaPanta didididi autouautouautouautou egenetoegenetoegenetoegeneto
All things   through     him      came into being

Kai     Kai     Kai     Kai     cwriscwriscwriscwris autouautouautouautou egenetoegenetoegenetoegeneto oudeoudeoudeoude enenenen
And    without   him   came into being not even  one  [thing]

 o          o          o          o          GegonenGegonenGegonenGegonen en    en    en    en    autwautwautwautw zwhzwhzwhzwh hnhnhnhn
 [That] which has come into being   in      him     life was,

Kai   h  Kai   h  Kai   h  Kai   h  zwhzwhzwhzwh hnhnhnhn to  to  to  to  fwsfwsfwsfws twntwntwntwn anqrwpwnanqrwpwnanqrwpwnanqrwpwn
And the life was the light of men

Kai  to   Kai  to   Kai  to   Kai  to   fwsfwsfwsfws en  en  en  en  thththth skotiaskotiaskotiaskotia faineifaineifaineifainei
And the light in  the darknessappears

Kai h     Kai h     Kai h     Kai h     skotiaskotiaskotiaskotia auto  auto  auto  auto  ou_katelabenou_katelabenou_katelabenou_katelaben
And the darkness it      apprehended not




