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Vatican II

“Whatever is opposed to life itself, such as 
any type of murder, genocide, abortion, 
euthanasia, or willful self-destruction, 
whatever violates the integrity of the human 
person, such as mutilation, torments inflicted 
on body or mind, attempts to coerce the will 
itself; whatever insults human dignity, such as 
subhuman living conditions, arbitrary 
imprisonment, deportation, slavery, 
prostitution, the selling of women and 
children…”
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Vatican II

“…as well as disgraceful working conditions, 
where people are treated as mere 
instruments of gain rather than as free and 
responsible persons; all these things and 
others like them are infamies indeed.  They 
poison human society, and they do more 
harm to those who practice them than to 
those who suffer from the injury.  Moreover, 
they are a supreme dishonor to the 
Creator.”
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Christianity and Abortion

Pharmakeia is forbidden in the New 
Testament (Galatians 5:20; Revelation 
9:21, 18:23, 21:8, and 22:15)

Translated either as sorceries or magic 
potions.

The poisons (pharmakeia) used in abortion 
and contraception were procured from a 
“pharmacist” or magician.



The Didache (110 AD)

The Didache ’s list of prohibitions it includes:  
“murder, adultery, sodomy, fornication, 
theft, the use of magic and philters, 
infanticide and abortion.” Literally it 
declares:  “…you shall not murder a child 
by abortion...”

It also says that the Way of Death is full of 
cursing, murders, adulteries, idolatries, 
robberies, and hypocrisies.  It is also filled 
with people who are murderers of 
children.”



Clement of Alexandria (150-215 AD)

In The Tutor:  “…for these women who, in 
order to hide their immorality, use abortive 
drugs which expel the matter completely 
dead, abort at the same time their own 
feelings.”



Athenagoras (150-200 AD)

To Marcus Aurelius:  “What reason would 
we have to commit murder when we say 
that women who induce abortions are 
murderers, and will have to give an 
account of it to God?  For the same 
person would not regard the fetus in the 
womb as a living thing and therefore an 
object of God’s care [and then kill it]… But 
we are altogether consistent in our 
conduct…”



Tertullian (160-240 AD)

In his Apology:  “In our case, murder being once 
for all forbidden, we may not even destroy the 
fetus in the womb, while as yet the human being 
derives blood from other parts of the body for its 
sustenance.  To hinder a birth is merely a 
speedier man-killing;  nor does it matter whether 
you take away a life that is born, or destroy one 
that is coming to birth.  That is a man which is 
going to be one;  you have the fruit already in 
the seed.”



St. Ambrose (339-397 AD)

“The wealthy, in order that their inheritance 
may not be divided among several, deny 
in the very womb their own progeny.  By 
use of parricidal mixtures they snuff out 
the fruit of their wombs in the genital 
organs themselves.  In this way life is 
taken away before it is given… Who 
except man himself has taught us ways of 
repudiating children?”



St. Augustine  (354-430 AD)

In De Nube et Concupiscentia:  “Sometimes, 
indeed, this lustful cruelty, or if you please, cruel 
lust, resorts to such extravagant methods as to 
use poisonous drugs to secure barrenness; or 
else, if unsuccessful in this, to destroy the 
conceived seed by some means previous to 
birth, preferring that its offspring should rather 
perish than receive vitality; or if it was advancing 
to life within the womb, should be slain before it 
was born.”



St. John Chrysostom (347-407 AD)

“Why sow where the ground makes it its care to 
destroy the fruit?  Where there are many efforts 
at abortion?  Where there is murder before the 
birth?  For even the harlot you do not let 
continue a mere harlot, but make her a murderer 
also.  You see how drunkenness leads to 
whoredom, whoredom to adultery, adultery to 
murder, or rather to something even worse than 
murder.  For I have no name to give it, since it 
does not take off the thing born, but prevents it 
being born…”



St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274 AD)

Abortion is always a grave moral evil against 
the natural law.

He believed that the soul did not enter the 
child until the 40th day for boys and the 
80th day for girls.  This meant that, for him, 
abortion was wrong, but not murder, until 
after “homonization” when the child 
received its human soul.



Gaudium et Spes:  (1964)                        
“Life must be safeguarded with extreme 
care from conception;  abortion and 
infanticide are abominable crimes.”

Pope Paul VI: (1972)
The teaching of the Church on the issue of 
procured abortion “has not changed and is 
unchangeable.”



Catechism of the Catholic Church (1994)
#2270   “Human life must be respected and 

protected absolutely from the moment of 
conception. From the first moment of his 
existence, a human being must be 
recognized as having the rights of a 
person—among which is the inviolable 
right of every innocent being to life.”



Human Life Begins at Conception

In 1981 (April 23-24) a Senate Judiciary 
Subcommittee held hearings on the very 
question: When does human life begin? 
Following are testimonies from two of the 
doctors who testified:

Dr. Hymie Gordon, Chairman of the Department 
of Genetics at the Mayo Clinic , said: "By all 
the criteria of modern molecular biology, life 
is present from the moment of conception ."

Dr. McCarthy de Mere, a medical doctor and law 
professor at the University of Tennessee , 
testified: "The exact moment of the beginning 
of personhood and of the human body is at 
the moment of conception ."



Dr. Jerome Lejeune, known as "The Father of 
Modern Genetics," also testified that human 
life begins at conception before the Louisiana 
Legislature's House Committee on the 
Administration of Criminal Justice on June 7, 
1990. 

"At no time," Dr. Lejeune said, "is the human 
being a blob of protoplasm. As far as your 
nature is concerned, I see no difference 
between the early person that you were at 
conception and the late person which you are 
now. You were, and are, a human being."



PRCH & AGI � 2003

Who Has Abortions: Age

20-24 years, 
33.0%

25-29 years, 
23.1%

30-34 years, 
13.5%

35-39 years, 
8.1% 15-19 years, 

18.6%

<15 years, 
0.7%

40-44 years, 
3.1%

Source: Jones et al., 2002



PRCH & AGI � 2003
Who Has Abortions: 
Race/Ethnicity

White*, 
40.9%

Black*, 31.7%

Native 
American*, 

0.9%

Asian/Pacific 
Islander*, 

6.4%

Hispanic, 
20.1%

Source: Jones et al., 2002*Non-Hispanic
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Who Has Abortions:
Religious Identification

Protestant, 
42.8%

Catholic, 
27.4%

Other, 7.6%

None, 22.2%

Source: Jones et al., 2002



The Lie
“Repeating the big lie often 

enough convinces the 
public. The number of 
women dying from illegal 
abortions was around 
200-250 annually. The 
figure we constantly fed to 
the media was 10,000. 
These false figures took 
root in the consciousness 
of Americans, convincing 
many that we needed to 
crack the abortion law.”

Bernard Nathanson
(Founder of NARAL)



The Lie
“We systematically vilified the 

Catholic Church and its 
‘socially backward ideas’
and picked on the Catholic 
hierarchy as the villain in 
opposing abortion. This 
theme was played 
endlessly. We fed the 
media such lies as ‘we all 
know that opposition to 
abortion comes from the 
hierarchy and not from 
most Catholics…’”

Bernard Nathanson
(Founder of NARAL)



Norma (Roe) McCorvey

“I felt "crushed" under 
the truth of this 
realization. I had to 
face up to the awful 
reality. Abortion wasn't 
about 'products of 
conception.' It wasn't 
about 'missed 
periods.' It was about 
children being killed in 
their mother's wombs. 
All those years I was 
wrong.”



Sandra (Doe) Cano

“ I'm just now learning a 
lot of the details, and 
I'm really shocked, 
abortion is against 
every belief I have. I've 
never been for 
abortion. I never went 
for an abortion. I was 
not the person they say 
I was. This case was 
based on lies." 



Carol Everett

“I cannot tell you one thing 
that happens in an 
abortion clinic that is not 
a lie.  I've never been 
able to come up with the 
words to describe the 
abortion procedure. 
There are no words to 
describe how bad it really 
is. It kills the baby.”

Former Abortion 
Clinic Owner



Ron Fitzsimmons
Executive Director National Coalition of Abortion P roviders

Regarding his testimony in well-publicized 
interviews about the frequency of partial –
birth abortions:  

"[I] lied through my teeth.  In the vast majority 
of cases, the procedure is performed on a 
healthy mother with a healthy fetus that is 20 
weeks or more along…”
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For the Mothers

• Gabriel Project:   for help with 
pregnancy

• Project Rachel:    for women who have 
had an abortion

• Birthright, Catholic Charities, for both
• Light House: For young women 

who have chosen to 
have their babies




