Adult Faith Formation

The Creed Series

Jesus, the Only Son

“We believe in one Lord, Jesus
Christ, the only Son of Gad

St. Martha Roman Catholic Church




e John the Baptist
 Elijah the Prophet
e Jeremiah

Question:
Who Is Jesus to us?




o Jesus is inseparably True God and True Man (CCC { 469)

“What he was, he remained and what he was notskaraed”
e One Person, Two Natures

» Jesus is fully human and fully divine a

One person (hypostasis)

Two Natures




“Church Fathers, we have a problem...”

Not defined in Sacred Scripture

One person (hypostasis)

Two Natures




The Gospel Story:
Presentation without Explanation




Jesus Is doing the things of God

» Places himself in the role of God (“I am”),
» But says he is sent by the Father (“God-junior?”)

e Symbolic re-constitution of Israel:
— Apostles play the role of the twelve tribes
— Purifies the Temple (first event in John’s Gospel)
— Replaces the Torah (e.g., Sermon on the Mount)

— Speaks under his own authority; Moses mediated dme
between God and humankind

— Replaces the Temple sacrifice with his death
— Establishes a new covenant with the Eucharistsaasign

Replacement of the Temple bound up in the Eucharist



« Worshipped alongside God

 No explanation of who
Jesus Is




Jesus as the Messianic Fulfillment
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Things seem out of place for the Jewish people

* No Kingdom; they are ruled by Rome

* No King from the Line of David (Herodians are Edomites)
* Not sure if the Herodian Temple is legit
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e Tradition of the Visitation of God; Return to
Jerusalem
— “Are you the one who will restore the Kingdom?”

— Jesus laments over Jerusalem: “You did not
recognize the time of its visitation” (Luke 19:44)

« Tradition of the Enthronement in the Temple

— Messianic agent: “One like a Son of Man”
(Daniel 7)

— Creates issues with monotheism
e Two Versions of the Messiah

— Suffering Servant messianic tradition (e.g., Isaiah

— “Coming of the Kingdom” messianic tradition (e.g.,
Daniel)

Christianity resolves both with the first and
second coming
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“ The Lord also reveals to you he will establish asefor

you...l will raise up your heir after you, sprungrig/our
loins, and | will make his kingdom firm.”

 Two meanings of “house” (Temple and Kingship)

e Jesus is both houses:

— The Temple--
Temple signifies reconciliation with God
Sacrificial cult/atonement
Reason why the cleansing of the Temple is theabgic
significant

— The Kingship--
Literal translation: “I will resurrect your seed”
Confirmed with the resurrection of Jesus



Understanding Jesus as
Son of God




Early views to resolve the issue (heretical):

 Modalism: God is one person revealed in three modes
or masks

o Patripassianism: The Father suffered on the cross

— Problem with Divine Transcendence: If God
transcends creation, how could he suffer

e Subordinationism (Neo-Platonic, trickle-down view
— Father — first position

— Son — second position (the “Word of God,” or
“LOgOS”)
— Holy Spirit — third position

If Logos is less transcendent, cdmet his hands dirty
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« God is infinite; cannot be greater than
infinite

e “Logos” is more than just “Word”
— The Word, reasoning principle
— Intellect, the reason, the “why”

« If “Logos” is less transcendent, then this
resolves an issue with monotheism



Selected Unorthodox responses

Over-emphasis on Jesus’
Divinity
Docetism

Over-emphasis on Jesus’
Humanity

Adoptionism
Apollinarianism

Monophysitism

Arianism
Nestorianism

Adoptionism Arianism Nestorianism Apollinarianism Monophysitism Docetism
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For Arius, the iIssue was monotheism
e Salvation has to be earned

e Savior has to be capable of merit; hence the Savior must be
capable of failing

 Because Jesus did not fail (“obedient unto death”), he
merited a higher position (“judge the living and the dead”)

 The Word is “immutable,” but not ever-lasting or co-eternal
with the Father

e Jesus is creature, albeit a “super creature,” above all else
(angels, etc.)
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For Athanasius, the issue was salvation

« If Christ is not true God, then our hope of redemption is built
on sand

* We receive by grace what Christ has by nature

— Parable of the Visitation: The Wicked Tenants
Servants serve at the discretion of the Master
The Son has the right (“inheritance”)

— St. Paul: “no longer slaves, but heirs”
— Johannine Letters: “We have become children of God”
— Jesus is the only-begotten Son; through faith wewath him

— Christ cannot givevhat he himself does not have; qualitatively
different than the prophets
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e |f Christis creature, he cannot confer on us
the gift of becoming Children of God

 The Word is unchangeable: this is the
principle allowing us to share in the divine life

e S0, Jesus must be God: He has to have the
right

e Problem with Arian view: If Christis
creature, he is capable of failure—even after

the resurrection (until the end of time). If
creature, he could fall again.

e Savior cannot fail, so he must be divine

« Savior cannot fall again, otherwise the remedy
for our salvation would be lost

St. Athanasius
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e Savior is divine (no compromise with Arians)

e Savior is “one in substance” with the Father
(“ homo ousios”)

— NOT a scriptural term
— Term needed to define roles

« Definition of “similar in being” (homoi
ousios”)rejected

Decision: Jesus is Divine

First Council of Constantinoplg381CE)
closed some remainingArian loopholes



 Q: If the Word is co-eternal with
the Father, why isrit the Word a
brother?

« A: If they were brothers, they would
have to have a father in common

 Q: Could the Father exist before
the Son?

e A: God is eternal; there is not an
element of time (no before or after);
so If the Son did not exist, the Father
was not always the Father

 Q: What is the distinguishing
factor between the Father and the
Son?
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Rule of Athanasius (Position of the Church):
Whatever is said about the Father is also said
about the Son, except one is the Father and the
other is the Son

 Whatever it means to be God is equal to the
Father and the Son
— Father is Creator; Son is Creator (one Creator)
— Father is Lord; Son is Lord (one Lord)
— Father is Wisdom; Son is Wisdom (one Wisdom)

 The only distinction between the Father and
Son is the reciprocal relationshipetween
them

— Son comes from the Father
— Father begets the Son

Does not presuppose subordination or sequence
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There is a mutual relationship between
them:

e Theory of relationship
— Suggested by Athanasius
St Athanasius — Developed further by the Cappodocians st GregoryNazianzus
(Basil the Great, Gregory of Nyssa, and
Gregory Nazianzus)

— Elevated by Augustine

« “Father” is not the name of a substance
(Gregory Nazianzus)

St. Basil the Great St. Gregory Nyssa
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The Son is distinct from the Father, not less than
the Father

Unity of substance
— Predications in common (wisdom, goodness, etc.)
— Predications that are distinct (based on relatioipgh
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e Council of Ephesus (431 CE)

— The Word, uniting to himself in his person thelflaaimated by a
rational soul, became man

e Council of Chalcedon (451 CE)

— One and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, tne $a divinity
and consubstantial with us as to his humanity;€liks in all things
but sin”

— Christ, Lord, and only-begotten Son, is to acknogé=l in two
natures without confusion, change, division, orasapon. The
distinction between the natures was never aboligyettheir union,
but rather the character of both was preservednay tcame together
In one person

e Second Council of Constantinople (553 CE)

— There is but one hypostasis [person], which isloond Jesus Christ,
one of the Trinity
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Hymn of the Incarnation —
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

O Only-Begotten Son and Word of God, Who,

being immortal, deigned for our salvation to

become incarnate of the Holy Mother of God and

ever-Virgin Mary, and became man without

change. You were also crucified, O Christ, our

God, and by death have trampled death, being one ., JohnChrysostom
of the Holy Trinity, and glorified with the Father Doctor of the Church
and the Holy Spirit, save us. S49=407 CE

(Patriarch of Constantinople, 397
405 CE)
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* The earliest examples of liturgical prayer
were all addressed to the Father

« By the Fourth Century, liturgical prayer
began to be addressed to the Son (spread
throughout the Eastern liturgies)

« Latin Rite prayers often invoke the
Father, made in the name of Jesus
(“through Christ our Lord”),
emphasizing Christ as priestly mediator



