
Chapter Twenty



Three Views on the Millenium

• Pre-millenialist:  the thousand years is 
literal and yet to come, following the 
parousia.  Many early church fathers held 
this view.  Many protestants hold this view 
today.



Three Views on the Millenium

• Post-millenialist:  the progress of the 
preaching of the gospel will ultimately bind 
Satan and bring about the millenial reign 
of Christ and his followers (first taught by 
Daniel Whitby, d. 1726)



Three Views on the Millenium

• A-millenialist:  the thousand years is 
symbolic for the present age of the 
Church, who, through baptism, has 
already begun to reign with Christ.  The 
Catholic Church has adopted this view, 
first taught by Augustine.



Need for Symbolic Interpretation

• Chain
• Dragon
• Serpent
• Pit
• Seal
• 1000 years



Need for Symbolic Interpretation

The number 1000 is frequently used in 
Scripture without being literal:
– 1000 generations (Deut 7:9)
– 1000 hills holding God’s cattle (Psalm 50:10)
– 1000 enemies being chased by each Israelite 

soldier (Joshua 23:10)
– 1000 years meaning a long time (Ps 90:4;  

Eccl 6:6;  2 Peter 3:8)



Need for Symbolic Interpretation

The New Testament indicates that Christ 
has already defeated Satan:
– John 12:31   “Now is the time of judgment on 

this world;  now the ruler of this world will be 
driven out.” - Jesus

– Colossians 2:15  (the effect of Jesus’ death…) 
“despoiling the principalities and powers, he 
made a public spectacle of them, leading 
them away in triumph by it.”

– Hebrews 2:14   “…that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power of 
death, that is, the devil…”
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Chapter Twenty-two





Nicene Creed:  We believe in the Holy 
Spirit…who proceeds from the Father [and 
the Son]…

e���������	�	

Revelation 22:1:  …the river of life-giving 
water flowing from the throne of God and 
of the Lamb.
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Marana, tha!

Lord, come!


